


Pulling for the people across
the Pond.

Transatlantic communications
Recent eventsin the USA
<t and the UK have brought

s} the communities ofMelto
. and Clarksvillein Indiana
.~ even closer together-with
% prospects of stronger links
developing in the future.
Following on a successful visit by a group from
Clarksville last year, communications developing
friendship and greater understanding have flowed
between members of the Melton and District Twin-
ning Association and the Clarksville Sister Cities
Association.
The latest communication from our Association
was sent by chairman John Rudman following the
terrorist attacks on New Y ork's World Trade Cen-
tre and Washington DC's Pentagon on September
11",
Although Clarksville is some way from New Y ork
and Washington DC, the shock ofthe attacks was
felt around the USA - aswell astherest of the
world- and John wrote letters of sympathy and
condolence from the Association to John Minta, the
president of the Clarksville Town Council, and
Lynn Lewis, President of the Clarksville Sister
Cities Association.
With the USA celebrating Thanksgiving Day on
November 22nd, John also sent the Twinning Asso-
ciation's best wishes to the people of Clarksvllle
through an email to Mr Mint&
Members might remember that the Clarksville
community leaders, knowing that Melton isin the
middle of afarming area, sent letters of support and
concern following the outbreak of Foot and Mouth
around the UK.
Itisan indication ofhow friendships that began
during the Clarksville delegation's visit to Melton
last year have flourished.
More Transatlantic link-ups SOUH ht
A uumber of people inClarksville have indicated
they would like to correspond with people in Mel-
ton by email or by ordinary mall.
Those Association membersin contact with Clarks-
ville residents are already finding letters from
Americafull of interest and warmth.
If you would like your address sent over to Clarks-
villeto start up a two-way transatlantic communi-
(k:ati on then do let amember of the committee

now.

A stitch intime...

Twinning Association member Dinah Rudman is
flexing her sewing fingersto start work on aMel-
ton contribution to a project celebrating Clarks-
villeshistory.

Sheis contributing a design square for a memorial

uilt being prepared by a quilting group from the
(L]JS comnguir)ng‘/) as paryof %Iarks?n?lesrr)na or cele-

brations for the bicentenary of the pioneering Lewis
and Clark expeditions across America.

Lewis and Clark covered 8,000 milesfrom
the Mississippi River west to the Pacific
Ocean during a US government-backed ex-
ploration in 1804-5 charting the massive area
of land known as the Louisiana Territory
from the French in 1803. It was from the
banks of the Ohio River at Clarksvillein

1803 that Lewis and Clark began their expe-
dition.

The Clarksville memorial quilt will focus on
the town's history. But it was felt that a con-
tribution from Melton would be a welcome
addition to symbolize the friendship between
the two towns.

Dinah's square, which she hopes to complete by
January next year, will portray the Melton Parish
Church. It will add a bit of Melton history to that of
our American friends from Clarksville.

Theroad to Kapelle

It was a case Of better luck next time Although it was disappointing for all
for the Dutch treat of aweekend those who were not able to attend this
planned by the Melton contingent set to year's Kapelle Day, Councillor Cul-
travel to Kapelle for the August Bank  len and Master Cullen can obviously
Holiday. recommend the event.

A total of four carsfull of Melton folk Reports back to the Twinning Asso-
was expected to head to our Dutch twin ciation indicate the Cullens had a
town for the annual Kapelle Day. Thisis  good time carrying the Melton Mow-
the highly enjoyable annual event where  bray & District banner during
the town's streets are filled with stalls, the Kapelle's festivities. They were given
Ring Riders display their skills, many awonderful welcome by our Dutch
local people wear their national dress, friends, met the Kapelle fire fighters
marching bands perform and large quanti- and had their photographs taken with
ties of beer, coffee, apple piesand other ~ Dutch ladiesin costume.
delicacies are consumed. A visit to Kapelles great fun and
It was the marching bands that formed the well worthwhile and hopefully next
first friendship link between Meltonand  Kapelle Day might be a great time to

Kapelle and led to the present formal see alarger Melton presence.
Twinning agreement between our two For anyone keen to visit our Dutch
communities about 12 years ago. twin town in the future, the Twinning
But afew spannersin the works of the Association is going to compile alit-
arrangements for the Melton group travel-  tle guide to transport links to Kapelle
ling to this year's event meant that the and accommodation in and around the
Borough's mayor Tim Cullen and hisson  town.

Tim and Jack's travel arrangements
included flying out to Amsterdam
then letting the train take the strain to

Jack were the
only ones who
eventually man-

aged to make it | reach Kapelle. Tim said it was very
to Kapelle to join easy.
in the celebra- It is possible to go by train all the way

tions including from Melton to Kapelle - viaferries

the Kapelle Day ""‘*a 2 from Harwich to the Hook or going
parade. The drive to reach Kapelle goes on under the Channel on Eurostar ser-
Unfortunately, vices-with public transport in the

plans by Nick and Nadine Leah to take Netherlands being first rate. There are
the veteran Morris Minor, kindly donated some motels, chalet sites and good

by John and Gill Lister for restoration by ~ camp sites not too far from Kapelle.
Nick and the young members of his Mo-

tor Car Proj ect team. over to the Nether- Polish visit hits high note. Continued from page me
lands to participate in the Kapelle Day Thanks
Parade had to be postponed. Melton Mowbray and District Twinning

Nick and the youngsters enrolled on the Association chairman John Rudman paid
restoration project, some of whom would tribute to the efforts of both Mr Morris and
have also travelled out to Kapelle with the Mr Saxby for helping make the Polish visit
car, did not manage to finish the Moms ~ Such agreat success and the "tremendous
Minor to the standard they wanted. help" of the Leicestershire Fire and Res-

. . cue Service throughout the visit.
Hopefully the Dutch trip for Nick Leah, He warmly thanked the members of the

their young helpers and the veteran vehi-  Melton Polish community, the twinning

cle can be resurrected for next Kapelle association and local fire fighters for their
Day to show off good English craftsman-  help and hospitality in supporting the visit
ship. and hosting the visitors from Sochaczew
Sadly, Sue Gowans and her daughter were during their stay.

also not able to attend Kapelle Day as "The visit of our friends from Sochaczew

S : has been a great few days. We hope and
planned. The Kapelle Twinning Associa- trust it paves the way for even closer

tion were not able to find a host family friendship and cooperation between our
while Kapelle has no guesthouses and the  communitiesin the future,” he said.

only hotel, the Swan, was not taking Choral co-operation

gueststhat weekend. . Oneidea, which has already been mooted,
Sue, who is masterminding Melton's sec-  jsthe possible organising of atri-nation
ond Food Fair on Sunday, December 2nd, musical choral gathering between choirsin
had hoped to make some useful contacts.  Melton, Sochaczew and Kapelle.



